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SIMI'LK  CHEMICAL  t'UANUKS  (1)
WE will now consider a number of shupl**
but Important; chemical changes In the light
of the atomic and molecular theories*
A common type in that in which one element,
which we will call A* takes the place of another
element, #, in a compound, say MX. Thus,
starting with KX and /I, we* produce AX and It.
This kind of reaction is most important as
applied in winning metals from their ores, in
which the metals an* combined with such
elements as oxygen, sulphur, or oxygen ami
carbon together. A cheaper element, usually
carbon, is used to take the place of the metal
in the compound, thus setting the metal free*
As a concrete example we will take the
replacement of iron in iron oxide* by alu-
minium* Naturally, this is not a commercial
process on a large* scale, for aluminium is much
more expensive than iron ; but it; is extremely
useful where a small quantity of molten iron